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Elza�Bair Guchinova

‘All Roads Lead to Siberia’.
Two Stories of the Kalmyk Deportation
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1 A higher than usual stipend for students, awarded on the basis of academic merit. Renamed
‘Lenin Stipends’ in the Khrushchev era. [Editor].

2 A brand name of the day, literally ‘sharp eyed’. [Editor].
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1 Issued on 9 January 1957. See also below. [Editor].
2 In the Soviet Union, rates of participation in higher education were strongly related to social

status, with children of workers and peasants (officially ‘collective farmers’) under�represented
proportionately, compared with children of urban officials and professionals. In addition, chil�
dren of groups that had been labelled ‘anti�Soviet’ or ‘treacherous’ could expect to endure ex�
plicit discrimination. The same was true about the higher classes at secondary school (until
the 1950s, seven years of education was the maximum that many living in the Soviet country�
side could expect). [Editor].
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1 An honour awarded to distinguished professionals at the level of individual republics, and of
the Soviet Union, and carrying with it various privileges and benefits. The award at all�Soviet
level was second only to People’s Artiste, Teacher, Doctor, etc. of the Soviet Union. [Editor].

2 Literally ‘work notebook’ [trudovaya knizhka], carrying information about a person’s place of
employment, the length of time worked there [stazh — see further below], honours and misde�
meanours, and so on. [Editor].

3 Literally ‘workers’ settlement’ [rabochii poselok], a semi�urbanised population centre that was
smaller and less developed than a town [gorod]. [Editor].

4 Administrative district. [Editor].
5 In Spring 1944, Kalmyk serving as privates and NCOs were recalled from the Front and sent to

the Shirokstroi labour camp, popularly known as ‘Shiroklag’. Officers were sent to Siberia, to
join their families. [EG].
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1 Until 1943, when it was reduced to seven, the normal start age for primary school was eight.
[Editor].
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1 The informant’s brother, also known as ‘Vova’. [Editor].
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1 Treugolnik, literally ‘triangle’: a piece of paper, usually torn from an exercise book and folded
to make a primitive envelope in circumstances where none of these could be purchased. [Edi�
tor].
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1 From Kosyakov, the family’s surname (see below), with the feminine suffix ikha added. [Edi�
tor].
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1 After the Kalmyk autonomous administrative unit was set up, the Kalmyks from Orenburg (the
Urals group) and the Tersk (Kuma) group were resettled on the territory of what was then the
Kalmyk province [later the Kalmyk Autonomous Republic]. [EG].

2 The ‘Memorial’ trains were an initiative organised by the leadership of the Kalmyk Republic
between 1993 and 2004. Special trains took those wanting to visit the places where they
spent their youth to the territories to which they had been exiled. Five trains in all were or�
ganised. In 1993, the slogan used for the train was ‘Thanks to the Siberians from Kalmykia’.
[To an outsider reader, this sounds ironic, along the lines of ‘Arbeit Macht Frei’, but returning
Kalmykians genuinely did feel that they had survived only because of the Siberians’ kindness.]
[Editor].
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1 Because he had impaired mobility. My thanks to Elza�Bair Guchinova for this elucidation. [Edi�
tor].
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1 Vareniki are pasta pouches with filling inside, very like ravioli; kartoplyaniki are small potato
pancakes, resembling Irish ‘potato cakes’ or ‘potato scones’. [Editor].
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1 The Kalmyk word for bear. [Editor].
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1 Traditional saying widely used in education propaganda of the early Soviet era. [Editor].
2 stazh: the length of time worked in a particular job or position, which, under the Soviet sys�

tem, carried various privileges and benefits. A person who changed jobs (or took time off for
sick leave) would lose his or her stazh. [Editor].

3 Here and passim, the word ‘nationality’ is used in the Soviet sense, i.e. ethnic background, as
stipulated in Point 5 of a person’s internal passport. [Editor].

4 i.e. with a guard from the military command, as with the trip to the Pioneer rally. [Editor].
5 i.e. there was no cheating, which was fairly common in exams throughout the Soviet period.

[Editor].
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1 The situation is a little more complicated than the informant suggests. Rosa pulchra would be
the Latin for ‘beautiful rose’, but the professor was punning: a literal translation of Rosa Ru�
brum, ‘red rose’, into Russian would be krasnaya roza, which also means ‘beautiful rose’. [Edi�
tor].

2 The ‘free essay’ topic was assigned a mark not just for content, but also for grammar, spelling,
punctuation, etc.; essays with any significant mistakes of the latter kind would automatically
be denied top marks. [Editor].

3 This mattered because an obvious request from the examiners would have been to ask the
candidate to recite the opening lines of the poem, some of the most famous in Russian litera�
ture, and routinely set for learning by heart in schools. [Editor].



No.3 FORUM  F O R  A N T H R O P O L O G Y  A N D  C U L T U R E 258

	���
���&�$	������*�
��
�
���
��
������)��������&�$	�����
��
��&�
$��

���������
��
��������������	
���	������8��$�����
��
���
�	����
���
����

��
��	���
����	�
���
�
������
���
�&���������
�������
���	�
����
�
�
�
�

�-
�"����
������	���
���	��������&�

��
�	�����!���
�����	���
��������	�


$
����� ��
���
���������	����	����	���������	�
�������
� ���
�� �
�����

������

��������
�
�.�
�
������
����������	��
�
���
�
�����
��	����
��

��
���� ��
�3�+
.�
��
��,� &
���
�"��$�
�����
�
���� 
�������������
�



�
�����
������
���
����
������������������
�
��
����
���
���&��

�����	�
� 3
%�
��
�
-� 
�
�
�� �� 	�
� 3
%�
��
�
-� ���
�
��� ���"
�
�

7<���������
������
��
����
�����
�����	��
�
�
��
���������
�
�

���



�
�����������	����
��������
���2��>
<���)<���!��������	����%�$�
�

*�	���0*�
9�� �
� ���� ����� 	����� �
�����	� ��
���
����� 
�
��� ;��

����
����
���
�
��
���������
�����
�����
�������
��������
�
���
���

�
��'��-
� 
�
�� 
����� ����
� 	


��	������
�� 
���� ���-�
� 
����	�� 
�


�����
��/�
���
��
�������������2����-
�
�
��
���������
��
I�7<�����


���
��

��
����
�
����
�
���	��0
-������
��������	��
�����
�
����
�
��

����
�
����������.��

�������
��
������
������	�
��0
�����-
��

������


	

� ��
����;�<��� ������ ������� 
��
� ��� ���
2� �
� ���� ���� ���
����

���
���� ���
��� ��

�
����
�
�� 
�����

0�
���������
���
��
�
�
�@
������������
��	��

�����	���A�0
��
�


�������
��	�
���
���
�
����
�������
��
��
�
�
���
�
�	���	�
��������

����
��
��
�
��
�
������;�������E9������
�
�!����������+����	�
�
�
�

���
�
��


��	�������
�
�
�*���
�����/
�
�����0�
��
�
���
�����



�
��
��

���
��
�
�������
�"��
����
��

�������	������������$���


�������������������
�������
���	�
�������
�
�
��
��������������#�


���������
�
����
��
��������������
������
�N����O,��
�
�����
�����
��

��

���J��
���E:��������
����������������7���
�
�����������
��
�
���
�


�����
�)�$�
��
��
������ 
�
�+�	������	�>����



���
��
%��
��

���������
�����	����
����	�
�����
	�

������
�
���
���	�
���������

,� J��
���E:�� �� �
��

������� ���!��������

0�
����������������������
����
�
���
��
�����
�
�
��	���7�

�����
	��

�������
���
�������
��������
��	��
��
�
�����
���������������
��

���
��
����	������0�
���
��
�
��
�
��	����������������
��7<�2��#
���

�
��� ��
� ��������� ����	���� 
����
��
� ��
�	��� �
���
���� 
�� 
��
���
�� ��
�

�
$
�������
���������
�����
�	�
��
��
�����
����&����
�
���/���
�����2

��������
��

������
��
���
�	����
���
�����
��
��
	����
����
��
��	���
�

1 The Decree of the Supreme Soviet of the Russian Federation, 9 January 1957, about the forma�
tion of the Kalmyk Autonomous Province on the territory of Stavropol’ Region. [EG].

2 Curly brackets {} are used for insertions in the translation for the purposes of comprehensibil�
ity in English. [Editor].

3 After finishing their degree, Soviet graduates were compelled to do a period of national serv�
ice, officially known as ‘distribution’ [raspredelenie], which required them to work where they
were sent by the authorities. For example, graduates of metropolitan pedagogical and medical
institutes were likely — unless they could pull strings — to find themselves sent out to work
in villages and provincial towns. [Editor].
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1 In Soviet institutions, these offices had the duty of political as well as academic control. [Ed�
itor].
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1 P. O. Godaev, My — iz vyslannykh navechno. Vospominaniya deportirovannykh kalmykov. Elista,
2003. [EG].

2 P. O. Godaev, Bol pamyati. Elista, 1999. [EG].
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1 The article of the Soviet Criminal Code (1926 and later editions) dealing with political crimes,
such as ‘counter�revolutionary activity’, ‘sabotage’, ‘murder of political activists’, etc. [Editor].

2 The word ‘even’ is, from the point of view of the Soviet system itself, somewhat out of place
here: those in ‘responsible positions’ were deemed to have a duty of surveillance over their
inferiors. If they did not identify subversion among these, they risked arrest and imprisonment
for ‘failure to denounce’ themselves. [Editor].

3 Kniga pamyati. Ssylka kalmykov: kak eto bylo. Vol. 1. Book 1. Elista, 1993. [EG].
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1 Soured milk, similar to kefir, koumiss, etc. [Editor].
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1 So it could be used for cold storage in ice houses etc., as was done everywhere before the ar�
rival of electric refrigeration. [Editor].
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1 Usually the diminutive of ‘Konstantin’, but in the present case a Russified pet name for
Kцtjдrjд. (See also below.) [Editor].

2 Note the piquant combination of the metaphysical (essence, soul) and the purely Soviet polit�
ical (mobilisation) here. [Editor].
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1 i.e. someone older than the official age of the class. At times of overcrowding, such children
might be removed from schools in order to make room for others and left to catch up on their
education through adult education schemes etc. later on. [Editor].

2 i.e. the Provincial Directorate of the Internal Ministry, a branch of the organs of surveillance
and police control. [Editor].
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1 Surname�first name order was common in the Soviet Union, particularly in official contexts.
[Editor].

2 Children were enrolled (the official term, as for the Komsomol, was ‘accepted’) into the Pio�
neers from the age of nine or ten upwards. Pupils who got top marks in all subjects and who
were generally considered a ‘good thing’ by their teachers were enrolled first, later on other
pupils in descending order of merit. Really hard cases might not be admitted at all. It was
common for children of special settlers to be refused enrolment. [Editor].

3 The famous war song (1938) about Katyusha by Mikhail Isakovsky (words) and Matvei Blanter
(music), where the heroine goes out on the high steep river bank and sings about her beloved
at the Front. [Editor]

4 Throughout the Soviet period, but especially during and after the War, when teaching staff
and buildings were short, schools taught in two, and sometimes even in three, shifts, running
early morning to early afternoon, early afternoon to late afternoon, and late afternoon to
evening. [Editor].

5 The word used in the original, nemetchina, has a contemptuous intonation. [Editor].



No.3 FORUM  F O R  A N T H R O P O L O G Y  A N D  C U L T U R E 274

�
��

��
����	�
������	
�
�
����	
��=
���
��������������
�
������


��
�� 
�
� ��
�� ��� 
�����	� 
�
��� ���	����� ��

� ��� ���
�� ������

��	� ��

���
�
����
��$��
�������
�������

�������
��	�
� ��

�
�� 
����)M�

/�� �� �
��

�� �����	� 
�� ��	�� ��� ��� ��E,�� �
����
� 
��
� ���� ��
�� �

����

�������%


���$���������	���������������������������������

�

����������)M����
�
�
���
�
����
������
��
�����
��������
��$�
������
�

��
���
�
��
�����
�
�������
�������
�
���
�
���
����������������),�

��� �����
����
��

������� �����))�

/���� �
��

�� ��	���	�������
� 
�
����������
��
�
�������	�����
�

0�
����	�
�
��
�
�
������>�����M��
�
�������������
�
�����
�
��
�����

�
�
� ���� �
� ���� �
��

�� 
����	� 
�� ������ �
� ��
�� ������	� ��� 
�


������
���
���
�
�
��
�
��
���	��������-
��

���������
�
���
����

���
�� �� ����� 
��
� �-�� �
� ������ 
�� ����� 
�
�
� �����	� 
�
� ����
�

����������#�
� ���
�
�����
������ �
�����
�
�����������
� 
���������


�
�
�������
������ 
�
� ��
������	��
��7���
�
�
�������
��-������	������


�
� �
����� ���
� �����
��
� �
����� ��

�� 
�
� ���	��
� �
��
��� ���


�
����
���
�����
�������������������
�
�������
�
�
�-�
����
�����

����� ������������ 
�
�-�
�
�
�
�
��
�������
�
�������
��� ���
�
� ��



��
�
�����
�
��
�����������
��$�
���
�
��
������
�����
�
��
���	�

$�
�>��������
��
��

���������	��
����������	��������������


������
�����-�
���!��������
������


�
������-���



��������
�������

7���
�
�������������
�
�����
�
��
������
%�����
��
��
��
-���
����


������������
����������
�����
�
���-�������������������
��
����
�


����
�
��
� ���������� ���
� �
������ 
���� ��
������-
� �

���
��
�� ���

����
� ������ ����5��������� K�
���
� ���������
��L�

/���������
���
�&������

��
��	�������
������
���
���7���
��
��
�


�� �������
���
�� 
�
� ������������ 
�
� ����
�
��
� ������ ������
�� 
�


���������
��0�
����	�
����
��
��
�
���
��������
��
�
����������


�
�
���
���
����
�
���	����������
�������
�
�������
�������
�������

�������
�
���
������	�
�
�
���������
�����
���
���
������
�����
�


���
����
�
����
���
��
�
�
���
�
������������	�
���

���

�
��������
�
�


�����
��$��
����
������
��
�����
�
������
��0�
����	�
�
��>�������

�����������
���
������
���������	2������
�����	� 
����	��������


�
� ����
�� �
� ����� ���� 
�
�� ��
�� �� ���
� ����	� �	����� �
� �
���

������-
��

��
���	���7���
�
���
��
�
�������
���
�
��
�
�������������

����
��
���
��
�8���
������-
���	�
��������/
�

��
������+�
��
��

	�
��
����
�

�������
�
� 
�����
����������� ��� ����E����������� 
�
�


�
�� �

��
���
����,)�+�
��
���
��������0�
���
��
	������
�
��	

�
���
�����2� �*��
�
&&��
���8
$�
$
������
������
����
���� �����
��

�
����
��
�����
��
&&��
���
��
���������
���
��
�����������	��7�������


�
����������	�������
�
����	�
���
�����
������	���������

�����
�


����� ���� �����	2� �!���� ��
�� �
�9�� �� 	����
�� 
�
� 
���
� ���� ���

�� �


�� &����-
�
��������
�	�
���
���
�&��������
��
��������������

����������	�
�
����
���������	��	
��
-���

������	�
���
2��!������
��

�
��9���
���
�
����B
�
���
����������

����	�
��������������
����


�
� �
�
��2� ��
��� ��
� ������� 
�
���
�
��



275 D O C U M E N T S
El

za
�B

ai
r 

G
uc

hi
no

va
. 

‘A
ll

 R
oa

ds
 L

ea
d 

to
 S

ib
er

ia
’. 

Tw
o 

St
or

ie
s 

of
 t

he
 K

al
m

yk
 D

ep
or

ta
ti

on $��
�����������
��
�������
�����
����������������#�
������������	�


��
�������H�
�

���
�1�<������
�
���������
�
�/�
�����;���
����>�� 

������
����������
��B
������������
�
�
���������
������
�N
���


�
����������������
O�������



��
����

��
����0������
�������


�
�����N�
�����O���
-��	�
�������
�
����

�������1�<�������
��
��
������

������	�����
������

�
���������������
���
��B
-�������������	��������


����	��7������������
�
��������

����������	�
��
��

��������������	�����

"�		���	�
�� ������
�	�
����
���

��
�	���	������E���������������� 

��	����
�����
�

�����-�����
�����
�����
�>�����E��$�
���
�

���
������

����������
����
���
��������2��'
��
����
���
��
��
$
$�
��!�$����	�

&���
&��
�������
�����
�������
����
���	�
��
����
��
�
�������
������

����
������
��
�����
�� ����
���������
���
���
�����������������
�����

;��!���������
�����8��	��*�
�������
��
�����
�
���
����������
�

������������	
���������
�
������	
�������������
�����������
��������
��


�����
���
�����������������
��=��
���#�
����/��
����
�
����
�����
�

�
�=��
������=�������������
��7�������
�!�
"��"��
���
����
��!��
���

����������
�
�
��
�������-
����
�
����
����	����
�
����
�
��
��������
 


���0�
��������
����	����
��
�
����� �
���������������������	�
�
� 

����
�����>�����E��
��������������������	
�,�������

�
��������#�
���

���
���������-
�	����
����
��� ��
����������
��
���������	
���$��


����	�
�
���	�����
�
���
�����
��
��������
�
�����
�
��
���������� 

��	������������
���
�����
���������
��
������
�
�����
������
�������

������

���
-���������

��
�
�����������
��
�
���
�
�������������
��
�

�����������

��
�
��
��������������������������
����
������������-


�
�����
������$�
��������	�
�
��
�����

����7����!��������
�
������

������

���
��������
���/�
����
���������������	
��������
-��"��
��
��
 


��������	������

���
�����	�
���

��1
��G
����/�
�����2��������
���

=������	������
$
��2
���
�����
�
���4���� D���
��
��

�����
������&
�0

�
��	���	���������
���
������
�
�������	������
���

/��������J�����������
��

���


����	�>�����(��	����������
���������

��

��
��
�������
�
��������	�
�
��	��
��>������
�
����
���
��
�
�
��)9

�����

�
��������B
��������>���������������������>�����E��7
�����
���


���
����
�����������

��������������

����$�
���
��
�
�
���
����
���


�
�
�������
����
�������
����!�������������&�
�
���
�
����
�����

������
��
���������������������>�����M�����
�
�
���
����������
�	����� 

��	������	
�&�������������
��������
�
��
%
����
���
�����	�
�� &���
��


����-
������������������
��)�������
�����������������������	
��
�
�
�

�
����
�
�
��$�
�-��"��
���
�
�����
�
� �
������������������������
�


����
���
������	�����

�����
��3
%�
��
�
-��������
�
����������������
���


�
�����
�
���!���������
��
������
�
��������
����������
�
���	�
�
�

	��
��������	�
��
����
�������
�
�
�������
�
�����
�����
���
������	


����
����
%������
�
�����

�����

�����
�
���������
�����
���&������

1 Probably a ‘wall newspaper’, or bulletin board about current political topics and news of local
interest. [Editor].
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1 i.e. 7 November, the anniversary of the Great October [Bolshevik] Revolution, which took place
on 25 October 1917, Old Style. [Editor].

2 The national identity card, which was normally issued at the age of 16, and which contained
information about where the holder was entitled to live as well as personal details (name,
DOB, nationality, names of wife/husband and children, etc.). [Editor].
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1 In Soviet schools, assigned homework usually consisted of topics from the textbook which
were supposed to be prepared (i.e. learned by heart) and then repeated in class. A mark, rang�
ing from 1 (appalling) up to 5 (excellent) would be awarded for the results of this oral test.
In practice, 3 (satisfactory) was the lowest mark usually awarded. [Editor].

2 i.e. without clearing permission from the military command post first. [Editor].
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1 Sic. To put it more clearly: ‘you thought I couldn’t be trusted… but the director of the Peda�
gogical Institute says he’s trusting me to educate…’ [Editor].
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1 Vitaly Zakrutkin (1908–1984), was a prominent Socialist Realist writer. His novel Plavuchaya
stantsiya [The Floating Station] was awarded a Stalin Prize in 1950, and later work was also
honoured with state prizes. He held numerous positions in the Writers’ Union, and was also a
member of the editorial board of the newspaper Literaturnaya Rossiya. The publication of a
pro�Kalmyk story by an official figure of this kind would have been no accident, but a clear
indication of changing official policy. [Editor].
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1 J. Kristeva. Revolution in Poetic Language. New York, 1984. Pp.47–48. [EG].
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1 As opposed to its public manifestation, where gratitude became the ritualised expression of a
political relationship of dependence and subordination. [Editor].
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1 In other words, the Kalmyks were sometimes able to exploit what is known in Russian as
sniskhozhdenie k menshei bratii, or patronising attitudes, to their advantage. It is worth bear�
ing in mind also that anyone senior enough to be making administrative decisions in Soviet
universities in the late 1940s and early 1950s would have passed their formative years during
the 1920s and early 1930s, when a policy of ‘positive discrimination’ for members of ethnic
minorities was in place. [Editor].
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1 This emerges, for example, in the informant’s conviction of the benefits of medical treatment.
(My thanks to Elza�Bair Guchinova for this clarification.) [Editor]

2 These features are not really evident in the transcription, but the translation attempts to hint
at them by preferring short, choppy syntax. [Editor].
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1 E. Meshcherkina. ‘Ustnaya istoriya i biografiya: zhenskii vzglyad’ // E. Mershcherkina (ed.),
Ustnaya istoriya i biografiya: zhenskii vzglyad. M., 2004. Pp. 13–37. [EG]. [The background to
this argument is the comprehensive surveillance aimed at written texts, including not just
censorship of printed materials, but perlustration of private letters, house searches, and so
on.] [Editor].
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